Draft version of the overview paper (pp. 285-302) for a special issue on transnational migration and multi-local livelihoods, that appeared in Gender, Technology and Development, 2008, as vol. 12, no.3, pp. 285-507.
Neo-liberal and instrumental views of 'inter-national migration'
The expansion and influence of migration-domestic and international, South-North, North-North, and especially South-South-is nowadays dramatically visible, at both the upper and lower income-tiers of migration. Migration is a global phenomenon that is closely related to broader economic liberalization, including of services. Neo-liberal governance imposes a bifurcated vision of human movement across borders: favourable treatment of trade-related forms of movement and unfavourable control of those who are on the move through precarious means seeking to secure livelihoods and settlement. An entire set questions of different nature -conceptual, explanatory, ethical and policyrelated -around this situation are beginning to be raised and opened up. Through what lens is migration viewed and appreciated, and whose interests drive the instrumental migration-development discourses?
Mapping and interpreting the social field of migration has generated a 'battlefield of knowledge,' in which the social construction of migrants and migration plays an important role in guiding policy formation. The language adopted to discuss migration and migration management can create new power structures or reinforce old ones.
Different concepts of 'migration,' 'migrants, ' 'migrancy', 'security,' and 'wellbeing' carry conflicting meanings, and the relationship between policy and research in migration is riddled with tension over values and interests. Migration policies are often politically driven and the role of research has remained instrumental within a given political agenda, at best, and marginal at worst. Currently the 'international migration' paradigm remains entrenched, treating the nation-state as a territorial container and only grasping activities and interactions that have measurable impact on sending and receiving societies. Heavily biased towards the representation of the migration experiences of 'productive-aged' males this approach has also until recently largely left out the experiences of women, children, younger people, and the elderly, who may either be on the move or left behind and affected by the migration movements of others.
A recent galvanizing point for a gendered understanding of migration in policy-making circles is the revelation that women migrants do remit income and therefore it is considered important to monitor how they remit, to whom and for what purpose. The tendency is to emphasise the 'productive' uses of remittances and ways of promoting them and to decry spending on food, shelter, clothing, and education as 'unproductive' (Pessar, 2005) 1 . Correcting male bias by seeing female migrants through the lens of 'production' is still far from offering a complete representation. Unlike inert objects, social field in which the formation of transmigrants and their communities and the connections between them are influenced by multiple sets of laws and institutions. They also suggest a use of 'society' as a concept that is no longer equated with the boundaries of a single nation-state. Such an approach, in our view, will help to ground transnational connections more firmly in their contextual realities of power.
Embedding practices of migration in social and cultural lives help to bring into focus the complexity of movements in multiple layers and sharpen methodologies to apprehend contemporary migration as part of an ongoing formation of a global structure of social differentiation, which is constitutive of social change under pressures of globalisation.
Migrants' identities -an outcome of a context-specific intersection between legal status, gender, race and ethnicity, culture and ideology -shape the transnational spaces through which they exercise relatedness and express their sense of belonging. Just as the status of their identities and social positioning are stratified by power relations so too are the transnational spaces through which they insert their sense of being and belonging. Research on gender in migration systems has exposed the emotional and social as well as economic values of female niches of migration -such as domestic and care work, commercial sex work, or cross-cultural family formation (Truong, 1996; Kojima, 2001; Ehrenreich and Hochschild 2003) 8 . In particular the focus on the care sector has exposed the chains of negative externalities by which an enhancement of care provision through and marginalized groups into circuits of mobility take place in a series of unequal points of social, economic and national hierarchies; power dynamics in coping and resisting create a continuum between rational agency and victimhood (Kojima, 2007) 12 .
Gender in migration studies
In sum, embedding gender in migration studies requires methods to investigate the points of intersection between different areas: 1) gender as a reality that permeates social lives, including the daily maintenance of people and resources management; 2) labour as human creativity (and its gendered dimensions) mediated and affected by technological changes, 3) migration as a gendered history of human connections -often set in kinships and family systems, social identities and production relations -can be shaped by demography, socio-economic changes or conflict and war. With the growing integration of local, and national economies into regional and global activities, the approach of embedding gender in migration must also be anchored in situated contexts of 
Gender analysis of transnational migration: Aspects of local-global interactions
What changes take place when migrants (male or female) are away and also when they Thailand, and at the significance of these cross-border relationships for the socioeconomic transformation of their sender communities. The paper questions economic perspectives that have traditionally looked at the impact of remittances with a 'migrant syndrome' perspective, according to which remittances are assumed to be more likely spent on consumption and unproductive uses, and/or a developmentalist perspective, according to which remittances are supposed to be channelled into productive activities to meet a family's subsistence needs and support economic and community advance. The findings show the importance in addition of a socio-cultural view -migrants' remittances have major socio-cultural impacts and contradictory effects. Remittances contribute to the economic wellbeing of migrants' families and the social development of the local community; they also widen economic disparities and rivalries between migrants and non-migrants. In addition, 'social remittances' -the ideas, identities, and social capital that flow from the in-migration country to the out-migration country -have led to a high value placed on international migration and to a change in marriage choices among non-migrants towards a preference for foreign partners. The concept of reverse social remittances is also introduced, referring to the ideas, opinions, and cultural values transmitted to the country of destination, which impact on the lifestyle of the hosts. The preference of a group of Dutch men to marry Thai women is one example of this. The
Thai women are more likely to maintain a more deferential and accomodating style than would a Dutch partner, even after years of residence in the Netherlands, partly because their ability to remit to Thailand may depend on remaining within the marriage.
Lastly, a research report by Carmelita Nuqui, also in this issue, looks at a long-term legacy of the large scale migration of Filipina 'entertainers' to Japan and of Filipina brides for Japanese farmers -mixed children, many of whom are not at home in either country. About 8,000 brides enter each year but half these marriages end in divorce. The Sacrifice means service despite personal loss. So, fourthly, strong felt responsibilities for family, and also for local communities and peer groups, are another recurrent theme, and a strong motive behind present day migration. The responsibility for family is part of core identity; " if you don't do that, you're nobody" says one of Muller's interviewees. In some cases-including those discussed by Pinnawala and Thieme-such feelings of responsibility appeared particularly strong amongst women migrants. Feelings of solidarity, or their absence, critically influence migrants' trajectories in other ways too.
They importantly affect the nature and strength of the networks on which they rely.
Hamer and Mazzucato found that those who assist new migrants in the Netherlands-a mixture of some previous migrants, Dutch volunteers, and other helpers-do not expect payback to themselves. Many Africans help other Africans, and without restriction according to nationality, because they were in the same situation earlier; humanitarian individuals and NGOs (including churches) live out their mandate and commitments. The latter group become disappointed though when most new migrants fail to stay in touch and help others: ' "People we help ask how they can help back, but in practice they don't do anything and they stop giving news". Helping is not rewarding…'. Solidarity is in danger of declining over time, for other reasons too, as identities evolve and generations change, bringing perhaps lesser affiliation to 'the old country'. While all of the imaginable outcomes seem possible, and most papers in this collection emphasise the stresses which migration reflects, involves and generates, one paper takes a more celebratory view. Interestingly, this is Sharma's account of out-migration on a large scale from Nepal to India, typically followed by return, a migratory pattern which dates from the 19 th century, one which is much longer established than the migrations studied in the other papers.
Perhaps cross-border migration is one of the greatest empirical challenges to the hegemonic political ideology of free market and de-territorialisation which might correspond to some goods and services but not people. Modern state borders contain the imagined political and social order, and often leaves out or suppress significant internal boundaries and subjectivities and the fragmented lives of those on the move. Mediated by political-institutional, economic and socio-cultural structures migration is inevitably a gendered phenomenon as recently recognized. Migration is also set in family and kinship system, work relations and sense of belonging to communities which implies that the notion of wellbeing, issues of rights and entitlements are not uniform but multi-layered:
Who is accountable for whom under which circumstances and contexts? Who can lay claims on whom for what type of support? A trans-local perspective can contribute to and enrich the normative debate on understanding of a human-centred security, which begins with people in real lives. People's mobility in an age of globalisation corresponds to the mobility of finance, goods and services. An imagined political and social order that sees only the mobility of things as rationally permissive and the mobility of some people as the opposite, is bound to encounter discord and dissonance.
